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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL – FOR INDUSTRY USE ONLY 
 
 

BREXIT AND GREEN CARDS – Industry Q&A 
 
NB: MIBI continues to keep this document updated as the topic develops.  This is an internal 
industry guidance document to aid Members and Stakeholders in refining their planning 
processes and is not designed for publication. 
 

********* 
 
When should we start issuing Green Cards to our policyholders? 
Members and their Brokers/ Intermediaries should start processing requests for Green Cards 
now. Green Cards requested in early March should be issued to policyholders ahead of the 
scheduled date for Brexit, 29th March 2019.   
 
This will allow those who expect to drive in Northern Ireland/UK in the days immediately after 
Brexit to receive their Green Cards on time. The MIBI is also advising anyone who plans on 
travelling to NI/UK after that time to contact their insurance provider one month before their 
journey.   
 
What should we do if a policyholder requests a Green Card? 
You should process their request and tell the policyholder the Green Card will be issued to 
them.  
 
Can we tell our policyholders we are not issuing Green Cards yet? 
No. You must now process their request.  
 
The MIBI understands some insurance providers are issuing Green Cards to all policyholders, 
some are issuing Green Cards to policyholders in select areas and some are issuing Green 
Cards upon request. 
 
Can we tell our policyholders to call back and request a Green Card at a later date? 
No. You must now process their request.  
 
What system of distribution are the various providers using to send out Green Cards? 
The MIBI understands some insurance providers are issuing Green Cards to all policyholders, 
some are issuing Green Cards to policyholders in select areas and some are issuing Green 
Cards upon request.  

 
We want more printed Green Cards.  How do we get them? 
Insurers should contact the MIBI as soon as possible setting out how many you require.  There 
is a lead in time of circa two weeks required for printed Green Cards.    You can email your 
orders to Michelle Collins (email:  Member.Services@mibi.ie) for inclusion in future print 
runs. 
 

mailto:Member.Services@mibi.ie
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One important learning from the Members who have already received Green Card stationary 
is to consider the storage requirement of a large volume of Green Cards, i.e. 2,500 Green 
Cards per box.  Please note MIBI will only be able to send the order to one central insurer’s 
office, and neither the printers nor MIBI have the ability to store large volumes, nor can we 
sub-distribute to brokers and branches. 
 
So far the MIBI has issued one million blank Green Cards to insurance companies, along with 
electronic Green Card templates.   
 
Insurers are responsible for distributing physical Green Cards and Green Card templates to 
their Brokers and Intermediaries. 
 
How quickly can we get more printed Green Cards from the MIBI? 
There is a lead in time of circa two weeks required for printed Green Cards. 
 
Can ‘Green Cards’ be issued by Insurers to their policyholders electronically? 
Yes.  Insurers can email pdf Green Cards to their customers, with an instruction to print the 
document doubled sided and on green paper.  However if this is not feasible Green Cards may 
be printed with a green background and a white border.    
 
The green card format and design is under the control of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE). 
 
Can our company can issue our own Green Cards? 
All companies that are Members of the MIBI will be able to issue Green Cards.  Please review 
the supplied guidance notes to ensure that the Green Cards are correctly and fully completed.   
 
Will the MIBI be issuing Green Cards to policy holders? 
No.  The MIBI is only in a position to distribute Green Cards and/or Green Card electronic 
templates to our Members. Insurers will be responsible for distributing Green Cards to their 
policyholders and brokers / intermediaries.   
 
Will the MIBI be issuing Green Cards to brokers? 
No.  The MIBI is only in a position to distribute Green Cards and/or Green Card electronic 
templates to our Members. Insurers will be responsible for distributing Green Cards to their 
intermediaries.   
 
How much will the MIBI charge to supply Members with Green Card stationary? 
There will be no charge initially for Green Card stationery. The MIBI will absorb the cost as 
part of Brexit contingency planning.  If Green Cards become the new normal, i.e. they are in 
use for a much extended period of time, we reserve to the right take another look at this 
down the line. 
 
Can the Green Card templates be altered? 
No.  The templates will need to remain as issued due to the restrictions imposed by the 
Council of Bureaux (COB) and the United Nations as to the required format for Green Cards.   
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Can Green Cards be printed in black and white? 
No. Green Cards must be printed either on the Green Card stationary distributed to Members 
by MIBI, or on green paper, or with the background printed in green.   
 
 
Does the Green Card have to be printed in green or on green paper? 
Yes. The Green Card needs to be printed with a green background or on green paper.  
However, it is acceptable for a Green Card to have white margins bordering the page, (for 
example if it was printed on a domestic colour printer), as long as the boxes and text have a 
green background.  

 
Do the Green Cards need to be printed on a particular shade of green? 
No. As long as the text is legible any shade is fine. Some Members like the shade of paper 
used by the MIBI and have asked for the colour code. Our printers advise the CMYK codes are 
as follows: 
C-16 
M- 0 
Y-17 
K-0 
  
Can countries covered by the Green Cards be crossed out? 
Members can cross out non EEA countries listed on the Green Cards in section 8 if they wish. 
All EEA countries must not be crossed out.   
 
The Green Card template issued by the MIBI still has the UK (GB) grouped with the EEA 
countries in section 8, is this the correct template to use? 
Yes, the Green Card template will not be officially updated by the COB and UNECE, e.g. moving 
GB from the EEA “box” to the non-EEA “boxes” until after the UK leave the EU (i.e. Brexit). 
This is because there is still a possibility that the UK will withdraw Article 50 and remain, or 
that the European Commission allows post-Brexit UK vehicles Green Card free travel under 
article 8(2) of MID.  The recently issued template and stationary will remain valid for at least 
two years. 
 
My Company underwrites fleet and/or motor trade business and presently issue blanket 
Certificates of Insurance to their fleet /motor trade policyholders where the vehicle 
registration number is not recorded.  Can we leave the registration number blank in the 
Green Card? 
No, in circumstances where a Green Card is required by a fleet or motor trade policyholder 
the vehicle registration number must be completed on the Green Card (please see Box 5 of 
the Green Card). 
 
If a Member is fully satisfied that their Broker or Insured has the competence to accurately 
record the vehicle registration number the MIBI has no objection to the Insurer delegating 
this task. NB: the Green Card will not be valid if the vehicle registration number does not 
match the vehicle. 
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The purpose of the Green Card is twofold; firstly for police authorities outside the EU to 
confirm the insurance position on a vehicle and secondly where the vehicle is involved in an 
accident for those involved to identify the insurer.  Both these scenarios require the 
registration number to be recorded on the Green Card. 
 
How will the unique numbers associated with these Green Cards be catalogued and 
managed? 
We have waived the previous requirement for the inclusion of serial numbers from section 4. 
Instead Members should enter the policy number in box 4 of the Green Card, along with the 
MIBI Member’s (insurer) company code. 
 
What should we do if we get questions about Green Cards? 
Please refer to the various communications, press releases and FAQs provided by the MIBI.  
The MIBI is also happy to provide guidance and assist with any other queries about Green 
Cards that arise.    
 
Will the UK’s MIB still reimburse claims? 
Yes. The Council of Bureaux recently confirmed the MIB UK will remain a signatory to the 
Multilateral Agreement, meaning the handling, payment and reimbursement of UK/ Ireland 
Green Card claims will not change post Brexit. 
 
BREXIT AND GREEN CARD CLAIMS 
 
My policyholder has an open claim arising from an accident in Ireland involving a UK 
registered vehicle.  What should he/she do?  
The claim will continue to be handled in Ireland by MIBI or the appointed Green Card 
Correspondent.  
 
My policyholder has had an accident in Ireland, caused by a UK registered vehicle.  How can 
they pursue a claim?  
You, or your policyholder, should contact MIBI who will investigate the insurance position on 
the UK registered vehicle and then pass the file to the UK insurer’s Green Card Correspondent 
or to the MIBI’s Handling Office.  MIB UK and the Council of Bureaux have confirmed MIB UK 
will reimburse claims arising from accidents in the EU caused by an uninsured UK registered 
vehicle.   
 
My policyholder, driving an Irish registered vehicle, has caused an accident in the UK.  How 
will this claim be handled?  
Post Brexit there will be no change to the current practice.  MIB UK will notify MIBI of the 
claim.  Where MIBI is in a position to identify the insurer these details will be passed to MIB 
UK.  The insurer’s appointed Green Card Correspondent in the UK will handle the claim on 
your behalf.  Where the vehicle is uninsured, or where MIBI has not identified an insurer, MIB 
UK will handle the claim.  MIBI will thereafter reimburse MIB UK.  
 
Our Green Card Correspondent in the UK is currently handling an open claim on our behalf.  
What action do we need to take post Brexit?  
You should continue to instruct your Green Card Correspondent on the handling of the claim.  
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BREXIT AND THE 4TH EU MOTOR INSURANCE DIRECTIVE  
 
My policyholder has an open claim arising from an accident which occurred in the UK.  What 
should he/she do?  
MIB UK has confirmed that, post Brexit, all open claims will continue to be dealt with until 
finalised.  However MIB UK has also confirmed that Proceedings must be issued, pre Brexit, 
to allow the claim to continue to be handled.  
 
My policyholder has had an accident in the UK, caused by a UK registered vehicle.  How can 
they pursue a claim?  
MIB UK have confirmed claimants will, following Brexit, no longer be able to avail of the 
provisions of the 4th Directive which allows claimants to pursue a claim in Ireland and as such 
for accidents occurring after Brexit claimants will have to pursue the claim in the UK.  
 
MIB UK Member Companies currently have a Claims Representative appointed in Ireland.  
Will this continue post Brexit?  
It is understood legislation will be introduced in the UK which will remove the requirement 
for UK insurers to appoint Claims Representatives in EU Member States.  
 
Will MIBI Member Companies continue to appoint Claims Representatives in the UK post 
Brexit?  
It is understood the legislation which requires Irish insurers to appoint Claims Representatives 
in the EU, including the UK, will not be amended however given the UK will no longer be an  
EU Member State it appears insurers may not be required to appoint Claims Representatives 
in the UK.   
 
Post Brexit will there be a requirement to register trailers?  
The UK has recently ratified the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic which will require 
from March 2019 the registration of any UK commercial trailers that weigh more than 750kg, 
or non-commercial trailers that weigh more than 3,500kg, when used in a country that has 
ratified the Convention.  
 
Ireland has not ratified the Convention and as such there continues to be no requirement to 
register Irish trailers.  However, where a UK trailer is in transit via Ireland to a country where 
the Convention has been ratified, e.g. France, the trailer must be registered..  
 
Can a Green Card be issued for a UK registered vehicle which is insured under a policy issued 
by a MIBI Member Company?  
No. Green Cards issued under the authority of MIBI must only be issued for Irish registered 
vehicles.  MIBI cannot guarantee Green Cards issued for vehicles registered outside the State.  
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MIB UK have confirmed that likewise MIB UK Member Companies cannot issue a Green Card 
for an Irish registered vehicle.  
 
 

Where can I find more information about the rules around reregistering UK vehicles? 

please see link below to the Revenue website regarding the registration of vehicles  

https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-allowances/guide-to-vrt/vehicle-
registration-tax/vrt-and-registration.aspx 
 
 
Is there relevant Irish case law in respect of Green Cards that I should be aware of?  
DPP v Gunita Leipina & Dzinters Suhanovs – Supreme Court Judgment  
In 2005 An Garda Síocahána stopped vehicle registration 95D15909. The driver produced 
documents which had been issued by a Latvian Insurance company for the Irish registered 
vehicle. The Garda opined that the policy of insurance did not cover the driver to drive the 
vehicle in Ireland.  The Garda seized the vehicle. In summary, the Supreme Court ultimately 
ruled in 2011 that a Latvian Certificate of Insurance and Latvian Green Card issued for an Irish 
registered vehicle was not valid and the the existence of such a Green Card was not a defence 
to a charge of driving without insurance. (See link below to Judgment)  
 
http://www.courts.ie/Judgments.nsf/0/A70F9F8D61841A1E8025782B003C9AD9 
 
It should be noted this is the position taken by the Irish Courts.  It is unclear as to what view 
UK courts may take in circumstances where a UK registered vehicle is insured with a company 
other than a MIB UK Member Company and carrying a Green Card not issued in the UK.  
 
Can a Green Card template, for completion by policyholders, be made available on 
insurance providers’ websites?   
No.  This is not permitted by MIBI under whose authority Green Cards are issued.  
 
Can Green Cards be issued to policyholders by insurance brokers?  
Yes, Green Cards can been completed and issued by insurance brokers on behalf of MIBI 
Member Companies to policyholders.  MIB UK have confirmed this also applies to UK 
insurance providers.  
 
Contact for MIB UK:  Gassimou Barry.  Email: gbarry@mib.org.uk 
 
What is the position in respect of UK Driving Licenses? 
The National Driving License Service are the responsible body and Member and Brokers 
should check their website for the latest information.   
https://www.ndls.ie/news.html 
https://www.ndls.ie/images/Documents/FAQs/FAQ%20on%20Brexit%20Implications.pdf 
 
Currently the NDLS are advising that in the event of a no-deal Brexit the driving licence of a 
UK licence holder living here in Ireland will not be recognised and the driver will not be able 

https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-allowances/guide-to-vrt/vehicle-registration-tax/vrt-and-registration.aspx
https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-allowances/guide-to-vrt/vehicle-registration-tax/vrt-and-registration.aspx
http://www.courts.ie/Judgments.nsf/0/A70F9F8D61841A1E8025782B003C9AD9
mailto:gbarry@mib.org.uk
https://www.ndls.ie/news.html
https://www.ndls.ie/images/Documents/FAQs/FAQ%20on%20Brexit%20Implications.pdf
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to continue to drive here in Ireland on that licence. The advice to such drivers is that they 
should exchange their UK driving licence for an Irish driving licence before the 29 March 2019, 
which is set as the withdrawal date of the UK from the EU. Under current arrangements a UK 
licence holder resident here in Ireland has an entitlement to make such an exchange. In such 
a case the driver will have all valid licence categories on their driver licence included on the 
Irish licence. There are some limited exceptions where what are known as national licences 
categories cannot be transferred to the Irish licence. You may need to speak to the DVLA to 
find out if you have any national categories on your UK licence. To exchange your licence you 
must complete a licence application form and present this, the correct fee and your UK licence 
at an NDLS centre. 
 
 
 


