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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the 
Association of Insurance & Financial Brokers trading as Brokers Ireland 

held on 30 September 2021 on-line via GoToMeeting 
 
 
Present: Ciaran Blackall (P), Duncan Duke, Richard Cotter, Samantha Nagle, Mark Nugent, 

Stephen Blythman 
Diarmuid Kelly (CEO)          
 

Apologies: Rodney Croly, Robert Kelly, Liam Carberry  
  
In Attendance:  Keith Smyth, Smyth Solicitors (Company Solicitor), Christopher Rogers (Grant 

Thornton) (Auditor), Cathie Shannon (Company Secretary)  
   
Approximately 35 Member firms  

 
11.00 
Welcome Address 
Ciaran Blackall, President of Brokers Ireland, opened the meeting and welcomed Members to the first 
on-line AGM of Brokers Ireland.  
 
11.04 
Official Notice of Brokers Ireland 2021 Annual General Meeting 
Cathie Shannon, Secretary of Brokers Ireland, referred Members to the Notice convening the meeting, 
a copy of which was on-screen and which had been provided to Members. The Minutes of the AGM 
of 13 August 2020 were taken as read and passed. 
 
11.06 
Vote on First Special Resolution 
Diarmuid Kelly proposed the First Special Resolution, in respect of which the Board sought a yes vote: 
 
It is resolved  

• That members and office holders of the board of directors of the company in place at the 
commencement of the 2021 AGM be permitted to remain in situ until the next AGM without 
amending the constitution of the company for this purpose  

 
It was noted that in respect of the First Special Resolution and the Second Special Resolution, a “Yes” 
vote was required on both.  Hazel Rock confirmed to Member that they might vote for this Special 
Resolution, as for the other Resolutions, by clicking on the raised hand icon on-screen. 
 
At 11.10, the results of the poll were passed to Ciaran Blackall, who confirmed that the Resolution had 
been passed by the required majority.  
 
11.11 
Vote on Second Special Resolution  
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Diarmuid Kelly proposed the Second Special Resolution, in respect of which the Board sought a yes 
vote: 
 
It is resolved  

• That the period between the 202 AGM and the 2021 AGM shall not be taken into account in 
future when applying the rules in the Constitution regarding the rotation or maximum terms 
of office or terms of directorships of the company  

 
Ciaran Blackall confirmed that the Resolution had been passed by the requisite majority. At 11.14 he 
handed back to Diarmuid Kelly, who congratulated the Board on its re-election for another year. 
 
11.15 
Diarmuid Kelly then proposed the Third Special Resolution, in respect of which the Board sought a yes 
vote: 
 
It is resolved  
 

• That the constitution of the Company be amended as follows: 
 

(a) new articles 32, 34 to 39, 49, 51 and 56 be added to the constitution so that general 
meetings can be convened by electronic communications technology; 

(b) articles 7 and 10 be updated to take account of the fact that the matters relating to 
the composition of the Board that were consequent upon the 2017 merger have 
now been completed; and 

(c) the necessary renumbering and attention to housekeeping matters   in updating the 
constitution that are necessary to give effect to the amendments described above 
be effected. 

 
At 11.17, Ciaran Blackall confirmed that the Resolution had been passed by the required majority, 
which concluded the Special Resolutions.  
 
11.18 
Brokers Ireland Financial Statements and Reports for the Year Ended 31 December 2020 
 
A copy of the accounts for the period ending 31 December 2020 were made available to Members 
prior to the AGM.  
 
The Treasurer, Richard Cotter, thanked internal auditor Dr Gary Ellison, Pat Brady of the accounts team 
at Brokers Ireland and the auditors Christopher Rogers of Grant Thornton. He provided an overview 
of the accounts for the year ending 2020.  
 
At 11.19, Christopher Rogers of external auditor Grant Thornton presented the Auditor’s Report. He 
confirmed that the Grant Thornton audit opinion was unqualified. He thanked the team at Brokers 
Ireland for providing information on a timely basis and making the audit easy. 
 
Questions on the Financial Statements were sought from Members, but none were raised.  
 
11.23 
Diarmuid Kelly proposed the Fourth Resolution  

• That the Financial Statements of the Company for the financial period ending 31 December 
2020, together with the Auditors’ Report thereon, be received and that Grant Thornton be re-
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appointed as Auditors of the Company, to hold office until the conclusion of the next general 
meeting and that the Committee be authorised to agree the remuneration of the Auditors. 

 
At 11.25, Ciaran Blackall announced that the vote had been passed by the required majority  
 
Diarmuid Kelly thanked the auditor Grant Thornton, along with Pat Brady and the finance team at 
Brokers Ireland, the treasurer Richard Cotter and the external auditor Dr Gary Ellison. 
 
11.26 
President’s Address 
Ciaran Blackall, re-elected as President of Brokers Ireland, gave a report on the plans for Brokers 
Ireland over the coming year. Ciaran outlined the strategic priorities for the coming year and 
confirmed that physical meetings and events would be reintroduced in early 2022 once Brokers 
Ireland was in a position to do so. Ciaran thanked the membership for their support of the 
organisation. He also thanked the Board, Committees and staff for work over the past year.  
 
11.44  
AOB 
Ciaran Blackall then opened the meeting to questions from the floor, but none were raised.  
 
 
11.45 
Close of AGM 
 


